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years ago in civilian life, is beginning to show its unhappy
disintegrating effects among the corps of officers.
All this is as yet in the initial stage. But for those who have
eyes to see, and who have watched the process of dissolution
in the civil community, the corresponding process is un-
mistakably recognizable to-day in the army. It is taking
special forms, but these cannot conceal the essential parallel
with civilian Gleichschaltung.
Thus we have now to reckon with more or less sharply
divided groups in the corps of officers. Relatively strong in
influence, but certainly no longer predominant in number, is
the group whose members hold to the army's traditional social
and professional conceptions, a group monarchist and
Christian in outlook. They joined in the adventure with
National Socialism only with the purpose of laying in re-
armament a firm foundation for the restoration of a Christian
monarchy. There is a large second group of officers concerned
with little beyond their professional duties. They stick rigidly
to their work, and hold aloof from anything calculated to
unsettle men's minds, especially anything of the nature of
adventurousness. Yet neither they nor the first group can fail
to see the signs of the manifestly destructive nature of German
developments. Both groups are alive to the present over-
valuation of material things, and see in the whole National
Socialist drive a vast mistake with incalculable potentialities of
evil. They have little knowledge either of politics or of
economics, but they declare that the whole work of military
reconstruction is proceeding on insecure foundations. They are
not convinced of the value of the successes achieved in foreign
affairs; in home politics they see that the work of the Party has
produced a semblance of unity in the nation without really
reconciling any of the national dissensions. They see the
economic foundations for the maintenance of large-scale
armament more and more plainly dwindling. So they yield to